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Congratulations to the Reed Family, winners of  

the Farmer of the Year Award. 
“ 

” 

Dairy Farming in Wisconsin, USA  

I took advantage of being in Wisconsin by arranging 

to visit a local dairy farm.   

Sunburst Dairy milks 550 cows three times a day. 

They have an average yield of 14500 litres per     

lactation with a Pregnancy Rate of 34%. These     

figures shout out attention to detail. The ration was 

fed twice daily, pushed up multiple times and the dry 

matter of the individual forage constituents tested 

daily and the ration altered accordingly.  

Cows are grouped as heifers, fresh, high yielders and 

low yielders. Animals stay in their respective groups 

during the lactation cycle. 

Cow comfort was exemplary with cows housed on 

sand on top of mattresses. In the UK  we are seeing 

an increasing affect of heat stress on Dry Matter    

Intake and consequently on yield and poor fertility 

(bulling and conception). Winsconsin has extremes 

of temperature rising  in excess of 35 degrees, the 

building design gave me an insight of what the      

animal buildings in Somerset may have to adapt to in 

years to come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were fans at  regular intervals on each side of 

the lying area together with sprinklers above the 

feed yokes that cooled the front of the cows down, 

avoiding wetting the udder. The sides of the       

buildings had manually adjusted curtains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everything in America was big including the milk 

tanker (it stayed for an hour;  I should have checked 

as to whether it had a wide screen TV in the cab).  
 

The farm was just planning for winter calving the 

day I visited. Calves are at a great risk of freezing  

as they are delivered. For this reason cows are         

invariably assisted to calve and serious consideration 

was being made to purchase a fully fan heated calf 

hutch. This was to be used to dry new born calves. 

Not even the Mendips require such apparatus! 
 

On the drive back to the show I took time to look at 

the crops. Soya, Lucerne and maize grow plentifully,  

with grass being rare. It would be wonderful if we 

could grow such protein sources more widely – who 

knows there may be some benefits of climate 

change.      

                           Michael Head 

The last few months (like  most 
months), have been jam packed 
with events.  
As a practice we try to support 
the next generation of farmers 
whenever we can. For the last 2 
years we have sponsored the 
Dairy Futures award on the 
evening before the Dairy Show. 
This year Paddy presented the 
prizes at the event.  
That same night, a group of 
younger farmers, made up the 
‘Shepton Farm Vets’ table at the 
dairy industry dinner. I was    
certainly the odd one out with 

respect to age; perhaps they 
needed a grown up to          
supervise ! 
The day of the dairy show came 
around and after being on our 
new improved stand for the 
morning it was time to go to 
another dairy show, in fact the 
World Dairy Expo in Madison, 
Wisconsin, USA!  
I was asked to attend the event 
as part of a group supported by 
the Department for International 
Trade, somewhat topical as we 
negotiate Brexit.  
Ten delegates from the UK,   

including farmers, breed society 
representatives, an auctioneer 
and myself made up the British 
Livestock Genetics stand in the 
International Lounge of the 
show. The number of cattle was 
astounding and the size of the 
show classes impressive, with 3 
superstore size cattle sheds 
teeming with show animals from 
all of North America.  
The show was an opportunity to 
catch up with new and emerging 
technologies and dairy farmers 
from around the World. 
                             Michael Head 
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Office opening hours 

Monday – Friday: 8am—5.30pm  

 

Emergency Service 

We provide a 24 hour emergency service.  

If you need assistance out of our normal working 

hours, please telephone 

01749 341 761  

 

 

Directors Focus 

 

If you would like to receive your farm account and this           
newsletter by email please advise the farm office.  

Finalists for our Farm of the Year  

George, Clare 

and Richard 
Reed. 

Winners of our 
Dairy Show 

Farmer of the 

Year 2017 
Award.  



It was great to see so many of 
you visit our new stand at the 
Dairy Show  this year.  We enjoy 
getting the chance to catch up 
with you all.  

Thank you to everyone who voted 
for our Farmer of the Year award. 
This year’s winners are the Reed 
Family, who were nominated for 
their excellent fertility rates, all 

managed within the constraints of 
organic farming.  

We once again sponsored the 
Dairy Futures classes and Paddy 
presented the awards for these 
classes on Tuesday evening.  

Congratulations to all those    
showing  and the team at the 
Bath and West for another         
successful show. 

Community 

Focus 

Team Shepton: Michael Head 

New Policy on Inconclusive Reactors from 1st November  

 I often ask farmers whilst at a training meeting, as a way of an 

introduction, what they do in their spare time or if they have a    

hobby. The commonest answer is sleep and that there is no time to 

have a hobby!  Any ‘spare time’ that I may have is filled. This might 

be going down to see my daughter in Cornwall (who is now        

becoming quite a competent horse rider), harvesting fruit and      

vegetables from my allotment, and making  jam.   

I know that we all appreciate the wonderful part of the country we 

live in. I try as much I can to get out either dog walking, cycling 

and a little bit of twitching on the Somerset Levels ! 

From the 1st November if an IR goes clear at 

retest the individual animal will remain under 

life time restriction.  
 

It cannot leave the holding at which it is registered 

(even to go to temporary grazing or a show). The   

only permitted movements for such animals 

will be to slaughter either directly or via an   

Approved Finishing Unit (AFU) under a licence 

issued by APHA. 
 

Whilst not mandatory, it is recommended that the 

animal is physically identified to prevent accidental 

movement off the holding, for example by use of a 

management tag. 
 

If you wish to get an animal released from this life 

time restriction, you can apply to APHA for approval 

to have the animal privately tested for gamma       

interferon (GI).  The blood sample must be collected    

within 40 calendar days of the injection date (TT1) of 

the clear IR re-test.  
 

If the animal tests negative to GI test, restrictions on 

it will be lifted and it can be moved freely. If it tests 

positive, it is treated as a normal reactor; it will be 

compulsorily slaughtered and compensation will be 

paid. It is interesting to note at this point that up to 

60% of IRs turn out to be reactors at future tests. 
 

GI tests cost about £30 per animal, plus the cost of  

a  vet visit and a temperature controlled courier     

service to get the sample to the lab within a tight 

time  interval of the sample being taken.   

Other changes with Gamma             

Interferon Testing 

 

All of the South West is classified as a TB High Risk 

Area (HRA).   

Within approximately 2 years time,  compulsory GI 

testing will be carried out in herds where      

reactors are found with visible lesions. This 

change will be compulsory for all farms in the area, 

despite any control measures that might already be 

in place. 
 

The GI testing will be done at the same time as the 

skin TB test, with the blood sample being taken      

before cows are injected for the skin test.  GI testing 

is more sensitive than the skin test, picking up 90% 

of infected animals compared to 80% for the skin 

test.   
 

By identifying a higher percent of infected cows and 

at and earlier stage, GI testing results in breakdowns 

being resolved more quickly. 
 

A workshop is being arranged in the new year to    

expand on the future changes to TB testing in our 

area.  We will pass on more details when they are 

available. 
 

If you have any queries regarding these changes 

please contact the farm animal office. 

We are delighted to announce that 

we have reached our target of    

raising £1300 to send two cows to 

Africa. 

Thank you so much for all your    

support, this really will make a          

difference to their lives. 

“ 

” 

 Dairy Show 

 Christmas Social & Quiz Night 
4th December 

 

Johne’s Control 
6th December 

 

Smallholder Christmas Quiz 
6th December 

 

Lambing Workshop 
17th January 2018 

 

Medicines & Common          
Treatments  
17th January  

 

For full details or to book your 
space, please speak to Tom in the 
office. 

Calf Pneumonia  

Recent work by the Royal Veterinary College (RVC) looking at 492 

calves across England and Wales showed that around 46% of dairy 

calves suffer from pneumonia. Our pneumonia rates therefore appear 

to be the worst reported in the world! A case of pneumonia costs in   

excess of £100. This is due to direct costs of morbidity, mortality and 

treatment, as well as long-term effects on performance such as a delay 

to first calving and reduced first lactation yields. Colostral antibodies do 

significantly reduce respiratory disease risk, but the RVC study showed 

that 30% of calves with excellent passive transfer still suffer from     

respiratory disease. 
 

So how do we tip the balance in the calf’s favour? A clean, dry          

environment with fresh air but no draughts. Calves need to be kept 

warm, so plenty of bedding and calf jackets when ambient              

temperatures consistently drop below 10 degrees C. Adequate nutrition 

is essential, even good quality milk powder may need to be increased in 

cold weather by increasing concentrations (no greater that 160g/L) or 

adding in additional feeds. Plus the judicious use of vaccines that are 

specific to the viral or bacterial agents responsible for calf pneumonia 

on your farm.  
 

We can help you identify what pathogens are causing problems on your 

farm and provide the right pneumonia vaccine for your calves; helping 

improve overall calf health and welfare.  

We’ll even put the vaccine in your calves for you at no extra cost using 

our Vet Tech. As pneumonia season rapidly approaches it might be nice 

to think the chances of jabbing lots of calves can be reduced this year! 

Events  & Tra in ing 

Ca lendar   

Fundraising for  
Send a Cow 

New Vets  

In October we welcomed two 
new vets to our team. 
Many of you may have already 
met Rob and Chloe at the Dairy 
Show or whilst out and about 
attending call outs. 
 

Rob is originally from North 
Somerset and moved back to the 
area from a practice in Devon. 
 

Chloe graduated earlier this 
year. She was at a mixed     
practice on the Isle of White   
before joining us to focus on her 
passion for farm work. 

Dairy Show 
Awards  


